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§ 15.737–25 Decision of the Administra-
tive Law Judge. 

As soon as practicable after the con-
clusion of a hearing and the receipt of 
any proposed findings and conclusions 
timely submitted by the parties, the 
Administrative Law Judge shall make 
the initial decision in the case. The de-
cision shall include (a) a statement of 
findings and conclusions, as well as the 
reasons or basis therefor, upon all the 
material issues of fact, law, or discre-
tion presented on the record, and (b) an 
order of suspension from practice be-
fore the Department or separate statu-
tory agency thereof or other appro-
priate disciplinary action, or an order 
of dismissal of the complaint. The Ad-
ministrative Law Judge shall file the 
decision with the Director and shall 
transmit a copy thereof to the respond-
ent or his/her attorney of record. In the 
absence of an appeal to the General 
Counsel or review of the decision upon 
motion of the General Counsel, the de-
cision of the Administrative Law Judge 
shall without further proceedings be-
come the decision of the General Coun-
sel 30 days from the date of the Admin-
istrative Law Judge’s decision. 

§ 15.737–26 Appeal to the General 
Counsel. 

Within 30 days from the date of the 
Administrative Law Judge’s decision, 
either party may appeal to the General 
Counsel. The appeal shall be filed with 
the Director in duplicate and shall in-
clude exceptions to the decision of the 
Administrative Law Judge and sup-
porting reasons for such exceptions. If 
an appeal is filed by the Director, he/ 
she shall transmit a copy thereof to 
the respondent. Within 30 days after re-
ceipt of an appeal or copy thereof, the 
other party may file a reply brief in du-
plicate with the Director. If the reply 
brief is filed by the Director, he/she 
shall transmit a copy of it to the re-
spondent. Upon the filing of an appeal 
and a reply brief, if any, the Director 
shall transmit the entire record to the 
General Counsel. 

§ 15.737–27 Decision of the General 
Counsel. 

On appeal from or review of the ini-
tial decision of the Administrative Law 
Judge, the General Counsel will make 

the agency decision. In making his/her 
decision, the General Counsel will re-
view the record or such portions there-
of as may be cited by the parties to 
permit limiting of the issues. A copy of 
the General Counsel’s decision shall be 
transmitted to the respondent by the 
Director. 

§ 15.737–28 Notice of disciplinary ac-
tion. 

(a) Upon the issuance of a final order 
suspending a former officer or em-
ployee from practice before the Depart-
ment or a separate statutory agency 
thereof, the Director shall give notice 
thereof to appropriate officers and em-
ployees of the Department. Officers and 
employees of the Department shall 
refuse to participate in any appearance 
by such former officer or employee or 
to accept any communication which 
constitutes the prohibited practice be-
fore the Department or separate statu-
tory agency thereof during the period 
of suspension. 

(b) The Director shall take other ap-
propriate disciplinary action as may be 
required by the final order. 

Subpart D—Other Departmental 
Proceedings 

§ 15.737–29 Review by the General 
Counsel. 

In my proceeding before the Depart-
ment, if an initial decision is made 
with respect to the disqualification of a 
representative or attorney for a party 
on the grounds of 18 U.S.C. 207(a), (b) or 
(c), such decision may be appealed to 
the General Counsel, who will make 
the agency decision on the issue. 
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